Development of auditory perception in preschool children.
The aim of this study was to determine whether the auditory skills presented by five-year-old children can predict their performance in auditory processing (AP) tests at seven years old. Thirty-five children were evaluated for AP at two different times. At evaluation 1, the children were between 5 years 2 months and 6 years 1 month of age, and at evaluation 2, they were between 7 years 1 month and 7 years 8 months of age. The interval between the evaluations ranged from 18 to 23 months. After evaluation 2, the 7-year-olds were classified according to their performance on central AP tests. The children were divided into three groups: GI included nine children with at least two AP tests that scored two standard deviations below the mean and the presence of a speech complaint; GII included 18 children with at least two AP tests that scored two standard deviations below the mean and no speech complaints; and GIII included eight children with no more than one test scored two standard deviations below the mean and no speech disorders complaint. The analysis was performed considering each test individually and as a battery of applied tests. From the results obtained, a discriminant analysis was performed to assess the differences in test performance between the groups when the children were 5 years old. The discriminant analysis showed that with the results obtained during evaluation 1, it was possible to predict which group 74.3% of the children would be classified into after evaluation 2. The percentage of correct classifications for each group was 77.8% for GI, 66.7% for GII and 87.5% for GIII. That is, 87.5% of the children who were classified as GIII after evaluation 2 had already demonstrated good auditory performance in the tests applied at 5 years of age. Children who exhibited lower scores on AP tests at 7 years of age had demonstrated poor auditory perception at 5 years of age. This finding is relevant because it offers the possibility of stimulating or training these auditory skills in preschoolers to foster their development.